EUROPEAN & MEDITERRANEAN HORSERACING FEDERATION

BY-LAWS 

PREAMBLE

For the purpose of setting up a European & Mediterranean Horseracing Federation bringing together European and Mediterranean Racing Authorities from,

15 European Union countries

· Direktorium für Galopprennsport & Vollblutzucht in Österreich (Austria)
Magna Racino, Pferdepromenade 4 Objekt 8, A-2483 EBREICHSDORF
· Jockey Club de Belgique (Belgium)

        Chaussée de la Hulpe, 53, 1180 BRUXELLES
· Cyprus Turf Club (Cyprus)

                 41 Them. Dervis Street, Hawaï Nicosia Tower, Flat 304-307, P O Box 22035, 1516 NICOSIA
· Danish Jockey Club (Denmark)

        Hestesportens Hus, Traverbanevej 10, 2920 CHARLOTTENLUND
· France Galop (France)

        46 place Abel Gance, 92100 BOULOGNE BILLANCOURT

· Direktorium für Vollblutzucht und Rennen (Germany)

                 Rennbahnstr. 154, 50737 KÖLN
· British Horseracing Authority (Great Britain)

        75 High Holborn,  MERGEFIELD "Rue_2" 

 MERGEFIELD "Rue_3" LONDON WC1V 6LS
· Nemzeti Loverseny Kft – Kincsem Park (Hungary)

        Kincsem Park, Albertisai ut 2-4, BUDAPEST
· Horse Racing Ireland / Irish Turf Club (Ireland)

         Ballymany, The Curragh, Co. Kildare
· Unione Nazionale per l'Incremento delle Razze Equine /U.N.I.R.E. (Italy)

         Via Cristoforo Colombo 283/A, 00147 Roma

· National Horseracing Club (Lithuania)
        Ausros g. 10, Bubiai, SIAULIAI DISTRICT, LT 80200
· Polish Jockey Club (Poland)

        Ul Pulawska 266,  MERGEFIELD "Rue_2" 02-684 WARSZAWA
· Turf Direktorium für die Slowakei (Slovakia)

         Starohajska 29,  MERGEFIELD "Rue_2"  MERGEFIELD "Rue_3" 852 69 BRATISLAVA
· Sociedad de Fomento de la Cria Caballar de Espana (Spain)

       C/ Domenico Scarlatti 1, Entreplancha Dcha,  MERGEFIELD "Rue_3" 28003 MADRID
· The Swedish Jockey Club (Sweden)

        Hästsportens Hus, Solvalla,  MERGEFIELD "Rue_3" 161 89 STOCKHOLM
3 other European countries

· Norsk Jockeyklub (Norway)

        P.O. Box 132,  MERGEFIELD "Rue_2" 

 MERGEFIELD "Rue_3" 1334 OESTERAS
· Galopp Schweiz (Switzerland)

                Les Longs Prés, Case Postale 175, CH 1580 AVENCHES
· Jockey Club of Turkey / High Council of Stewards (Turkey)

        Veliefendi Hipodromu, Ekrem Kurt Bulvari, 34144 Osmaniye Bakirkoy ISTANBUL
1 Mediterranean country

· Société Royale d’Encouragement du Cheval (Morocco)

        Angle rues Badr et Haroun Rachid,  MERGEFIELD "Rue_2" Agdal  RABAT
founding members of the European & Mediterranean Horseracing Federation move that the By-Laws hereunder be adopted :

ARTICLE 1

CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF ENTITY
1. CREATION


All Members, without regard to the date of actual signing, do hereby agree to come together for the purpose of forming a non-profit association to be known as EUROPEAN & MEDITERRANEAN HORSERACING FEDERATION (hereinafter the « EMHF»).
2. FOUNDING MEMBERS


The Founding Members of the EMHF are the 19 Racing Authorities listed in the preamble.

3. NEW MEMBERS 

EMHF may admit new Members or Associate Members, upon application, subject to evidence being provided by the candidate Racing Authority of a European or Mediterranean and Other country as to its national responsibilities in horseracing activities and to agreement by this same Racing Authority to comply with the obligations contained in these By-Laws.

Associate Membership will normally be reserved for Racing Authorities representing countries which have no current horseracing activity. Associate Members may at any time apply for full Membership.

The Secretary General studies each application before introducing it to the Executive Council for ratification by the General Assembly. 

4. EXCLUSIVE MEMBERSHIP


Every Member of the EMHF agrees that it shall not become a member of any other organization whose aims and objectives are not consistent with the aims and objectives of the EMHF.

    When EMHF admits a new Member or Associate Member, it shall indicate whether such new Member/Associate Member belongs to the category of European Union Countries, Other European Countries or Mediterranean and Other Countries for the purpose of the rules governing EMHF.
5. MEMBERSHIP EXCLUSION


The General Assembly may decide to exclude any Member or Associate Member from membership in the EMHF by a two-third vote of its Members present or represented.

*

ARTICLE 2

PURPOSE
The main objective of the EMHF is to develop relations among European and Mediterranean Horseracing Authorities, to coordinate promotion of horseracing in Europe and in Mediterranean countries, to defend the latter's integrity and prestige throughout the world and to represent Europe and Mediterranean countries before IFHA. 

The main task of the EMHF shall be to: 

· establish close and lasting relations among Horseracing Authorities. 

· harmonize and apply common rules of racing in European and Mediterranean racing events 

· observe and monitor the calendar of European and Mediterranean racing programmes, as well as conditions of entry, 

· exchange information on:  
· any change in the rules of one Member that could be of common interest for racing and breeding in general. 

· draft common rules concerning:  

· racing 

· breeding 

· publish European and Mediterranean statistics accessible to all members, 
· support the developing racing countries,
· represent the interest of European horseracing before the European Union bodies, 

· ensure exchange of information among EMHF Members on administration and tax regulations in particular with regard to betting on horse races. 

*

ARTICLE 3

ORGANIZATION

The EMHF shall comprise:  

· a General Assembly,

· an Executive Council 

· a Chairman and three Vice-Chairmen,

· a General Secretariat,

the task of which shall be to ensure the proper functioning of the EMHF following the conditions hereinafter stated. 
A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The General Assembly shall be the main authority of the EMHF.

All Members and Associate Members are entitled to attend the General Assembly which shall be properly meeting when a minimum of half its members are present or represented.

Each member country shall be entitled to one vote in the General Assembly. Associate Members may not vote.
The General Assembly shall take up any issue relating to the objectives defined in Article 2 hereof.

Decisions of the General Assembly shall be taken by a majority vote of at least two-thirds of the Members present or represented.

The General Assembly shall meet at least once a year.

The Chairman of the EMHF chairs the General Assembly and represents the EMHF.

The General Assembly shall be responsible for: 

· defining EMHF policy orientations on the proposal of the Executive Council, 

· electing Executive Council Members, 

· approving end-of-year accounts

· approving, by a two thirds' majority, nominations for membership or exclusion of a Member or Associate Member Racing Authority as proposed by the Executive Council. 

· ruling on any amendment to the By-Laws. 

B) THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

The Executive Council is elected for a renewable three-year term of office by the General Assembly from among its delegates, and is constituted by representatives of nine member countries: France, Great Britain, Ireland and 6 other member countries among which at least one from Other European Countries and one from the Mediterranean and Other countries. Should there be no candidate(s) from the Other European and/or Mediterranean and Other Countries, their places may be taken by candidates representing any other member country.
Decisions shall be taken by two thirds' majority of votes cast. 

The Executive Council is responsible for: 

· managing the EMHF 

· preparing and approving the budget for the following financial year, 

· determining the level of Members' fees. The Associate Member fee shall be set at 50% of the Members’ Fee, 

· deciding on the date, venue and agenda of the General Assembly,

· sending invitations to members for General Assembly meetings and providing copies of Minutes 

· proposing EMHF policy orientations to the General Assembly, 

· examining European and Mediterranean issues concerning racing and breeding, 

· deciding upon the number, membership and terms of reference of technical Committees and examining their proposals, 

· deciding on EMHF promotion policy, 

· in general, taking any decision concerning the running of the EMHF on matters not within the remits of the General Assembly. 

C) CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMEN 

The Executive Council shall elect for a renewable three-year term of office from among its nine members the Chairman and three Vice-Chairmen, representing respectively EU countries, other European countries and the Mediterranean countries.

Should one of these persons resign or decease, the Executive Council shall elect his successor from among its members for the remaining duration of the mandate. 

The offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairman are honorary. However, their travel expenses may be refunded. 

The Chairman chairs the Executive Council.

D) SECRETARIAT 

The Executive Council shall appoint, from among its member organisations, the Secretariat.

The Secretariat’s responsibilities shall include, but not be limited to, the organization of the General Assembly and Executive Council meetings and the performance of the administrative affairs of the EMHF. 

The Executive Council shall have the authority to confer duties and/or responsibilities upon the Secretariat.
The Registered Head Office of the EMHF shall be established in Belgium : 61, chaussée de la Hulpe, B-1180 Brussels, Belgium.

*

ARTICLE 4

RESOURCES


The resources of the EMHF shall be the total amounts of Members’ annual fees and any other means, authorized by law. Members’ annual fees may not exceed 3000 euros.
*

ARTICLE 5

DISSOLUTION

In the case of dissolution decided in the course of a General Assembly meeting by at least two-thirds of the Members present, a liquidator or liquidators shall be appointed by the General Assembly and the assets of the EMHF shall - if need be - be transferred to an association with similar purposes.

*

ARTICLE 6

DISPUTES

Any dispute that may arise between Members of the EMHF who are Racing Authorities may be submitted to a conciliation conference which shall be made up of the Chairman of the General Assembly and at least two Members of the Executive Council.

(   (


1/6

