














EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
HEALTH AND CONSUMERS DIRECTORATE-GENERAL 

Veterinary and International Affairs 
Animal Health 

Brussels, 
SANCO/G2/AEF/kh(2013)2102234 

Subject: Identification of Thoroughbred horses 

Dear Mr Greeves, 

Thank you and Dr Roland Devolz very much for your letter of 23 May 2013 to 
Mr T. Borg, Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy, who asked me to reply on his 
behalf. 

You rightly referred to the action plan agreed by the Commission in response to certain 
food related issues that also concern the identification of equidae. 

This action plan foresees to carry out an evaluation of the current situation, a mid-term 
adjustment of the current identification rules for equidae and a long-term reinforcement 
of the traceability of equidae in basic legislation. 

The inquiry with Member States on the application of Regulation (EC) No 504/2008 of 6 
June 2008 implementing Council Directives 90/426/EEC and 90/427/EEC as regards 
methods for the identification of equidae, identified certain cross-cutting problems, 
including the characteristic, quality and management of identification documents. 

The Commission intends to address those issues by reviewing and updating Commission 
Regulation (EC) No 504/2008, as necessary, taking into account best practices developed 
in certain Member States or sectors of the horse industry. 

To improve the quality of passports issued by the various passport issuing bodies, the 
Commission intends to discuss and eventually propose certain key format requirements 
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that will, however, not exceed what you have described as current standard in the 
Thoroughbred industry. 

In all inquiries carried out by the Commission into the application of Regulation (EC) No 
540/2008 and the audits carried out by Commission services in Member States, the large 
number of passport issuing bodies was identified by the competent authorities as a major 
obstacle for the development of a reliable system for the identification of equidae. 

The Commission therefore intends to propose the remaining very few Member States that 
have not yet established a central database to establish one in order to accelerated access 
to essential information on equidae recorded in the various databases established in 
Member States for registered equidae, in accordance with Council Directive 90/427/EEC 
on the zootechnical and genealogical conditions governing intra-Community trade in 
equidae, and for equidae for breeding and production, in accordance with Regulation 
(EC) No 504/2008. 

It is common practice for all breeding animals of species other than equidae to register 
them in herd books under the appropriate animal health identification requirements, and 
the practical execution of passport issuance can be delegated by the competent veterinary 
authorities to approved, efficient and properly supervised bodies. Taking this into 
account, the Commission intends to present in the next few months a proposal for new 
legislation on animal breeding to the European Parliament and to the Council. This 
proposal would require equidae to be identified in accordance with animal health 
legislation before being entered or registered for entry in a studbook or with an 
international organisation managing horses for races and competitions. 

I wish to reassure you that the Commission remains committed to reduce administrative 
burden and unnecessary red tape while at the same time ensuring food safety and the 
protection of human and animal health. 

Ce: Dr Roland Devolz, Co-Chairman, EMSBLC (rdevolz@France-galop.com); 

CAB Mr T. Borg, Mr. P. Testőri Coggi, Mr B. Van Goethem 

Yours sincerely, 

Alberto Laddomada 
Head of Unit 
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